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Lesson 1 
Nature, Purpose & Function 

 
The Nature of the Church 

Ephesians 1:22-23 
 

Four Words Describing the Nature of the Church 
 

1. CHURCH:  The word “church” means “the called out ones”.  We are the church called out of the world 
by Jesus Christ unto Himself. 
 

2. BODY:  The “body” is the church.  We are one living organism made up of many members, but still all 
one unit, sharing the same common life. It is not an organization but an organism.  We are to get 
organized the way a body does, not the way an organization does. 
 

3. HEAD:  Jesus is the “head” of the church, not the senior pastor, not the elders or deacons.   
 

4. FULLNESS:  The body of Christ is called the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  He is to fill us 
completely and, therefore, fill the church completely.  We are to stay plugged into Christ and plugged 
into the body of Christ, the church. 

 
THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH = ONE LORD, ONE CHURCH, ONE HEAD, ONE BODY 
Romans 12:5 
 

 
 

The Purpose of the Church 
What is its goal?  Why is it here? 

1st Corinthians 10:31; Ephesians 5:8-10; Matthew 28:19-20 
 

1. To glorify and please the Lord more and more, becoming more of a disciple 
2. To be about the business of making disciples, those who follow the Lord Jesus 
 

How do we do that?  . . . 
 
 
 
 

The Function of the Church 
What does the church do?  What are its daily activities?   
How do we accomplish our purpose of making disciples? 

Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8 & 2:42 
 

1. Baptizing (evangelism) 
2. Teaching (edification) 
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Lesson 2 
The Head & the Body 

 
The Headship of Christ 

Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22 
 
� He is the One who is in charge of the body (the church). 
� Too often the body tries to operate without Jesus being the head; which results in a dead church; an 

organization and not an organism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Body of Christ 
Ephesians 4:15-16; Colossians 2:19; Acts 2:47, 4:31-33 

 
What is going on in one’s head is expressed through the physical body.  The same should be true for the 
spiritual body called the church. 
 
We are to operate in love and truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are to be “joined” and “knit together”.  We are not to amputate ourselves from the body of Christ.
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Lesson 3 
Gifts and Fruit in Ministry 

 
Diversities of Spiritual Gifts in Ministry for the Benefit of All Given by the Grace of God 

1st Corinthians 12:4-21 
 
The word “gifts” is from the word “charismata” from which we derive “charismatic”.  The root word thereof 
is “charis”, meaning “grace”.  Therefore, the gifts of the Spirit are based on the grace of God, but they 
differ individually based on the grace that is given to us.  It is the same God who works all in all.  They are 
different gifts but from the same Spirit – the Holy Spirit.  It is the ability to do things as Christ would do 
them.  They are for benefit of all and by the will of God.  Some listed in verses 8-10 of this passage are: 
 

• Word of Wisdom 
• Word of Knowledge 
• Faith 
• Gifts of Healings 
• Working of Miracles 
• Prophecy 
• Discerning of Spirits 
• Different Kinds of Tongues 
• Interpretation of Tongues 

 
Spiritual gifts are basically the manifestation of the Spirit, or the demonstration of the work of the Spirit on, 
in or through a life.  How are they distributed?  As God wills!  We may not all have a special enabling or 
gifting in one area, but we are called to develop these core characteristics of Christianity within our lives.  
For instance, we are all expected to seek wisdom, develop a personal knowledge of God, have faith, but 
some people are specially enabled in one of those areas, and thus are used by God with that gift of the 
Spirit.  However, at any given time God can move through any of us with a particular gifting, or all of 
them, if we are available and obedient to His Spirit. Be careful not to define or limit these gifts in the way 
that we personally like to see them or have seen them. 
 
We all have a gift, but they are to profit all, not for our own personal profit or fame.  He gives to each one 
individually as He wills some individual type of gifting – a specialized, particularized, enabling of the grace 
of God to minister to lives around us. 
 
1st Corinthians 12:12 One body yet many members 
   Every member of a body shares the same flow of life which cannot operate  

without the head.  Each member of the body has a very practical purpose to 
serve the body (the church) and others. 

 
1st Corinthians 12:14 In light of our individual gifting, each of us has a vital role just as each part of the 

physical body has a vital role.  And in light of the oneness of the body, we cannot 
say to each other that we don’t need a person with a gift different from ours.   

 
The Priority of Spiritual Fruit 

1st Corinthians 12:31; 13:1-3; 1st Peter 4:10-11 
“. . . and yet I show you a more excellent way . . .” 

 
There’s something even more important than your gifting from the Holy Spirit and that is LOVE and the 
development of the fruit of the Spirit which are all rooted in love.  (Galatians 5:23)  If you don’t have love, 
your gifting is one of two things: 

1. Noise OR 
2. Nothing 

The gifts of the Spirit must be rooted in the fruit of the Spirit or they are distractions at best and 
meaningless at worse. 
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Lesson 4 
Ministry to the Church 

 
“One Another” Ministries 
Mutuality and Reciprocity 

 
Romans 15:7 The ministry of “receiving” one another; accepting one another, welcoming one  

another into each others’ lives; being open to the developing of relationships 
Receive people willingly, openly, and sacrificially, as Jesus did & does. 

 
Romans 12:10  The ministry of “giving preference” to one another; putting others first; preferring  

one another in honor; out-doing one another in showing honor to one another 
 
Ephesians 4:32 The ministry of “being kind” to one another; tenderhearted towards each other.  

See also Romans 12:10 – “being kindly affectionate with brotherly love” 
 
 The ministry of “forgiving” one another as God in Christ forgave you; not holding 

grudges or plotting vengeance; but radical forgiveness like God extended to you 
 
Colossians 3:13 The ministry of “bearing with one another”; patiently putting up with each other 
 
Galatians 5:13 The ministry of “serving” one another; helping out; meeting needs; taking the 

role of a servant within the family of God 
 In serving others we find true liberty.  We’re so free we can now serve each other 

instead of self. 
 
Galatians 6:2 The ministry of “bearing one another’s burdens” and so fulfill the law of Christ; 

helping each other carry the burdens of life, of warfare, of crises; be there to help 
alleviate the pressures, emergencies, burdens of daily life 

 Help people not only physically with actions but spiritually so as to allow them to 
cast those cares on the Lord. 

  
Romans 15:14 The ministry of “admonishing” one another; to confront; to warn one another 
 We are to keep each other accountable so as to prevent each other from losing 

the warfare in our lives; because we LOVE each other – not because we’re 
critical of each other.  Speak the truth in love to each other. 

 
1st Thess. 5:11 The ministry of “comforting” each another; a word of encouragement, 

exhortation, consolation, love, gentleness 
 This ministry has a close kinship to “admonition”.  How? 

• One is counseled by confrontation or admonition (the law) – Reminding each 
other how we are to biblically live. 

• One is counseled by comfort (grace) – Reminding each other to live by God’s 
grace.  1st Timothy 1; Isaiah 9:6 

  
The ministry to “edify” one another; strengthening each other; building one 
another up; helping someone else reach their full potential. 

 
1st John 4:7-8 The ministry to “love” one another; agape love; divine love; a love not motivated 

by our own ability to love or by the loveableness of the other person 
 Love which flows from Christ’s nature, not our own 
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Lesson 5 
Ministry to the World 

 
John 17:18  Just as Jesus was sent to reveal the Father, we are likewise sent into the world. 
1st Corinthians 5:9-11 We are not to live as the world, nor in isolation from the world. 
2nd Corinthians 6:14 However, we are not to be in partnership with the world. 
 
What are we to do then? 

1. Witnessing – impacting lives in the world by the attitude, character and behavior that develops in 
our lives; Christ is displayed 

2. Evangelism – the impact upon lives by the message of the gospel; Christ is proclaimed or 
preached 

 
 

Witnessing 
Matthew 5:13-16; Philippians 2:14-15; 2nd Corinthians 2:14-15; 2nd Corinthians 3:3 

“that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven” 
 
We are to be: 

1. Spiritual salt that gives people a taste of Jesus by what we say, how we live, our attitudes, our 
devotion, your love, your different outlook and affections.  Create a thirst in others lives. 

 
2. Spiritual light that drives back or eliminates the darkness and shows the way.  How?  By “doing 

all things without complaining and disputing . . .” (Philippians 2:14-15).  Be careful what comes 
out of your mouth in the presence of those you are seeking to impact, while attempting to be a 
witness.  How different would you appear to the world if you didn’t complain, whine, gossip or 
dispute? 

 
3. Spiritual fragrance that diffuses from God through us into the lives of others; a spiritual aroma 

that wafts into the close presence of others that says “this person knows God” 
 

4. Living epistles, through an internal work of the Spirit of God that writes on our hearts the 
character of Christ, making us like Him from the inside out, making us the only letter of Christ that 
others are reading  

 
Thereafter, after we have lived in such a way that we have been salt, light, an aroma, a living letter, we 
are to be able & READY to give the reason for the hope within us, the reason we are different.  (1st Peter 
3:15)  The answer:  Christ in you, the hope of glory! 
 
 

Evangelism 
“Evangel” = “the good news” of Jesus Christ 

John 20:21; 1st Peter 3:15; Colossians 1:27, 2:19; Acts 2:47; Acts 4:31-33 
 

Acts 21:8 Philip was an evangelist.  It was his calling and his spiritual gift.  But he started in 
the food-to-widows ministry (Acts 6:5; 8:4-5, 12).  Then he went and preached 
Jesus to them and there were great results.  He also had one-on-one results 
(Acts 8:26-38).   

 
2nd Timothy 4:5  Nowhere are we told that Timothy had the gift of evangelism, but that of a pastor. 
   But herein we are told “do the work of an evangelist”.  We are told to evangelize  

whether it is our primary spiritual gift or not. 
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Unlike edification which aims at qualitative growth in the church, witnessing and evangelism is that part 
that involves the quantitative growth and increase that God gives.  Acts 1:1 says that Jesus began that 
quantitative growth, and He will continue it THROUGH us, through a spiritual body, the body of Christ.  
 
Edification aims at qualitative growth in the church.   
 
A bold proclamation of Jesus that brings evangelism to fruition is that which flows out of the Holy Spirit’s 
power and grace.   
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Lesson 6 
Being Equipped for Ministry 

 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

 
The leadership gifts within the church are for the equipping of the saints (disciples, believers, Christians). 
• Equipping = perfecting, preparing, outfitting, repairing 
• Equipped for what?  The work of the ministry 
• What is the end result? The edification of the body of Christ 

 
 
 

What does God want to develop while we are being equipped? 
• Unity (of [1] faith and [2] the knowledge of the Son of God) 
• Maturity 
• Christlikeness 
So that we may function as one body 
 
 
 
How does the Lord thoroughly equip us for every good work, for every form of service? 
2nd Timothy 3:16-17    By His Word 
Acts 20:32     By His grace 
Colossians 1:28, 2:9-10; 1st Peter 2:4-6  By coming to Jesus  
2nd Corinthians 3:5-6    By the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 13:20-21 – “May the God of peace make you complete in every good work to do His will.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The views expressed in this lesson regarding the “Toronto outpouring” are the personal views of the speaker and are not 
necessarily those of Christian Fellowship Church, School of Ministry Online or its agents, representatives, or personnel. 
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